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Alternative Two - Linear Bridge
Overview

The Linear Bridge focuses on creating a more direct 
connection between Downtown and the Wilburton 
Commercial Area. The structure focuses on 
efficiency in crossing the interstate, while preserving 
development potential on the eastern terminus of 
the crossing. The Linear Bridge also reduces conflicts 
with the many pieces of infrastructure such as the 
Interstate 405 access ramps, East Link aerial guide-
way, and a potential NE 6th Street extension. Similar 
to Alternative One, the Linear Bridge lands on the 
City-owned Lincoln Center site and uses a portion of 
it to create a more modest park and plaza space than in 
Alternative One. 

The crossing relies primarily on trees and modest 
vegetated berms to mitigate the sights and sounds of 
the interstate below.  The approach to the crossing can 

be made from NE 6th and NE 4th Streets, as well as a 
potential through block connection on the privately 
owned property along 112th Avenue NE. All three 
routes converge at a modest, elevated public space 
prior to crossing over Interstate 405, and anchoring the 
western end of the crossing. The crossing provides a 
generous 65 foot wide route, accommodating cyclists, 
pedestrians, and alternative transportation options, in 
an efficient and direct route. A dramatic, yet accessible, 
ramp descends into the Wilburton Commercial Area, 
and the public space on 116th Avenue NE, eliminating 
the need for vertical transportation options. A 
secondary elevated route continues east, interfacing 
with the Eastside Rail Corridor.  

Early Diagram of Alternative Two Interstate 405 
Crossing - Image by Balmori Associates

Early Sketch of Alternative Two Interstate 405 
Crossing - Image by Balmori Associates

Early Rendering of Alternative Two Interstate 405 
Crossing (Looking Northeast from Downtown) - Image 
by Balmori Associates

Section view of Alternative Two Interstate 405 
Crossing - Image by Balmori Associates
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By the Numbers: Alternative Two

Low estimate:  
$48.7 million 

Travel Distance 
1,460 Feet

up to 100,000 
square feet of 
public space

Includes the acquisition of 57,000 square feet of privately owned 
property.

up to 67,000 
square feet of new 
stormwater facilities

High estimate:  
$66.1 million 

65 feet - maximum 
crossing width

approximately 
27,150 square 
feet of space over 
Interstate 405

Design Evolution

From Intersection of 112th Avenue NE and NE 6th Street to 116th 
Avenue NE landing.
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Design Evolution

The original concept for the Linear Bridge combines 
elements of the latest version, with a thin and 
graceful structure, while incorporating open space 
platforms similar to the Sculptural Bridge. The concept 
also pursued minimizing impacts to surrounding 
infrastructure as much as possible by crossing 
Interstate 405 centrally between NE 6th and NE 4th 
Streets. As the design advanced, several of the elevated 
platform spaces proved to be less likely given their 

conflict with future developments, ultimately leaving 
just one that would be centered over the interstate. 
Concerns over the impact of the interstate on the 
quality of the public space ultimately led to its removal 
from the concept as well.

With Alternative One providing a curvilinear form and 
elevated public space in a more favorable location, the 
Linear Bridge began to focus much more on creating 
a direct connection between Downtown and the 
Wilburton Commercial Area while avoiding the more 

challenging and complex infrastructure context, and 
conflicts with private property. Modest berms were 
introduced on one side of the crossing in an effort to 
screen from the interstate below, while also creating a 
modest linear green space.  

Design and Contextual Interface

The Linear Bridge extends from Downtown Bellevue, 
creating three routes to access the crossing. The route 

to the north on NE 6th Street and to the south on 
NE 4th Street wrap around future development and 
begin a slow descent up to a modest public plaza. A 
third route would access through the middle of the 
site, which could occur as a through block connection 
that would access any future development’s potential 
roof terrace. This approach allows the entrances to 
the crossing to gracefully integrate into the existing 
urban fabric, and future development opportunities. 
The three routes converge at a modest public plaza 
that would serve as a gateway to the segment over 

Alternative Two Interstate 405 Crossing - Plan View - Image by Balmori Associates
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Alternative Two Interstate 405 Crossing - Aerial Perspective - Image by Balmori Associates
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Interstate 405. The plaza could be integrated into 
future development opportunities and connect to a 
rooftop terrace. 

The crossing over Interstate 405, a thin profiled 
concrete bridge, would pass between NE 4th and NE 
6th Streets, avoiding conflicts with access ramps to 
Interstate 405, and separating itself from the East Link 
light rail aerial guide-way. Modest vegetated berms 
would exist on both sides of the crossing, including 
trees, to assist in screening from the sights of Interstate 
405 below. The Linear Bridge does not emphasize 
sound mitigation as heavily as other alternatives. 
The berms provide additional separation from the 
interstate by keeping pedestrians and cyclists closer 
to the center of the bridge and away from the edges 
where impacts from sights and sounds would be more 
intense. 

As the crossing reaches the Wilburton Commercial 
Area, a secondary route extends from the southern 
side and begins a gradual descent to street level. 
The accessible ramp precludes the need for vertical 
transportation and can be accessed by users of all ages 
and abilities. The ramp connects to a modest public 
plaza on 116th Avenue NE, and is buffered from the 
interstate to the west by a modest park. While not as 
expansive as the green space and plaza proposed in 
Alternative One, it provides park space needed for 
the future vision of the Wilburton Commercial Area.  
A total of up to 100,000 square feet of open space, 
including park and plaza would be incorporated 
into the Wilburton Commercial Area, as well as an 
additional 67,000 square feet of enhanced natural 
systems in the daylighting of Sturtevant Creek and 
creation of a stormwater facility. The plan would 
require the acquisition of private property in order to 
create the public space, as well as provide a landing for 
the crossing, in order to maintain its current route that 
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Alternative Two Interstate 405 Crossing - User Perspective Looking East from Gateway Public 
Space - Image by Balmori Associates
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Case Study: Millennium Bridge - Denver, Colorado

avoids conflict with existing interstate and light rail 
infrastructure. Without the acquisition of the property, 
the location of the crossing would need to significantly 
change, while also reducing the potential for open 
space and future development.

The crossing into the Wilburton Commercial Area 
allows for future developments to the north and south 
to occur in much greater proximity. It also preserves 
opportunity for some development to occur on both 
the City-owned Lincoln Center site, and the adjacent 
private property. This could create opportunities for 
integrating the crossing into second or third levels of 
future buildings.

An elevated crossing would also continue from the 
primary bridge structure, interfacing with future 
development east of 116th Avenue NE and the 
Eastside Rail Corridor. The area between Interstate 
405 and the Eastside Rail Corridor rests at an elevation 
approximately 50 feet lower than the western start 
of the crossing, and its interface with the Eastside 
Rail Corridor. Providing an elevated connection to 
the Eastside Rail Corridor, in addition to a landing 
within the Wilburton Commercial Area, will allow 
for safe and efficient movement of pedestrians and 
cyclists between the Grand Connection and Eastside 
Rail Corridor without having to navigate the change 
in elevation.  It also presents an opportunity to better 
integrate into future development that will face onto 
the Eastside Rail Corridor. Pending the selection of a 
preferred concept, the elevated crossing would require 
additional development and coordination with future 
development opportunities on the east side of 116th 
Avenue NE. A mid-block, raised intersection, crossing 
would connect the public space and Grand Connection 
landing to the east side of 116th Avenue NE at street 
level.

Millennium Bridge is a 200 foot wide footbridge that spans 130 
feet over existing rail lines. The bridge is located in Denver’s 
LoDo district and Riverfront Park neighborhood, connecting 
Commons Park to the 16th Street Mall and Union Station. The 
bridge uses a direct  route over the short span to connect the 
two sides of the LoDo neighborhood.

A primary goal of the bridge was to reduce the amount of 
elevation change for users. This was accomplished through 
a thin deck structure, supported by suspension cables. The 
bridge was the first cable-stayed bridge to use post-tensioned 
structural construction. Stairs exist on both ends of the bridge, 
as well as elevators to provide access for all users. The stairs 
also include bike channels as an alternative to the elevators 
for cyclists. The wide entries to the bridge create an inviting 
experience, and the bridge’s overall width reduces the impacts 
of crossing the rail lines 25 feet below. 

The bridge is part of a network of three bridges that expand 
and create connectivity across the rail lines, the South Platte 
River, and Interstate 25. The network of bridges serve as a hub 
to connect to a number of regional trails including the Colorado 
Front Range Trail, South Platte River Trail, and Cherry Creek 
Trail. 

The bridge served as a catalyst for the neighborhood and 
almost 1.1 million square feet of residential development 
at a value of over $400 million. The area also includes 
office development and retail to create a thriving mixed use 
community. 

The northern terminus of the bridge is Commons Park, creating 
an anchor of civic space for the neighborhood. The 19 acre 
park has become a primary public space in the city, with a 
sculpted terrain that allows for diverse programming,  as well as 
the restoration of the riparian habitat. The land for the park was 
purchased from a private and owner and turned into the park 
through city investment 

Commons Park - Denver, Colorado - Image by Arina P Habich

Riverfront Park Neighborhood - Denver, Colorado - Image by 
Daniel Brenner

Denver Millennium Bridge - Image by Blaine Harrington III


